An imperative aspect of modern science is that scientific institutions act for the benefit of a common scientific enterprise, rather than for the personal gain of individuals within them. This implies that science should not perpetuate existing or historical unequal social orders. Some scientific terminology, though, gives a very different impression. I will give two examples of terminology invented recently for the field of quantum information which use language associated with subordination, slavery, and racial segregation.
experimental physics, mathematics, computer science, and engineering. It was arguably Richard Feynman who in 1982 first formulated the potential of quantum mechanics in supporting entirely new and powerful modes of information processing [2] . The field made a leap forward when in 1994 Peter Shor discovered an efficient quantum algorithm for finding the prime factors of large integers, a problem for which no efficient classical algorithm is known 1 . This was a milestone since fast factorisation of integers could be used to break the current public-key cryptography schemes. These schemes are essential for secure bank transfers, credit card payments, or secure data storage. So let's halt for a moment and ask ourselves whether using language associated with slavery, misogyny, and racial segregation is really appropriate for a science in the 21st century. In a blog post from 2012 2 , John Preskill explains his choice of the term 'quantum supremacy' and asks fellow scientists to suggest alternatives: "In a recent talk, I proposed using the term 'quantum supremacy' to describe super-classical tasks performed using controllable quantum systems. I am not completely happy with this term, and would be glad if readers could suggest something better." John Preskill's call for an alternative term was not taken up, only the terminology was 3 . The association with slavery, misogyny, and racial segregation in these examples is certainly not intended but it is careless. Language is powerful. The choice of terminology in science is no exception. We as a scientific community have to think about what we want to stand for and how this is reflected in the way we communicate.
